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December has been a fairly eventful month in
Latin America so far, with a flurry of deals and launches being announced before the
annual summer holiday slowdown. Here’s the news you don’t want to miss:

Big players making new moves

Microsoft will open an Innovation Center in Chile,PulsoSocial reported. Like existing
counterparts around the world, it will consist of an incubator for early-stage IT and
software-related companies. These will get access to Microsoft’s dedicated resources
for entrepreneurs, including its BizSpark program.

In addition, the Redmond giant unveiled plans tolaunch a Windows Azure region for
Brazil in early 2014, its first major expansion into South America. By doing so, it will
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belatedly catch up with Amazon Web Services, which added South America as a region
in 2011.

It is worth noting both Amazon and Microsoft chose to base these new data centers in
Brazil. This means they could be able to comply with Brazilian law should the country’s
authorities decide to go ahead with a looming plan to demand local servers from global
corporations. However, they might still be reluctant to accept such rules, which Web
creator Tim Berners-Lee recently criticized as ill-advised during a United Nations
gathering in Geneva.

Brazil is also one of the two latest countries in which Internet users will now be able to
receive Twitter Alerts during emergency situations. To do so, they will need to go to
their profiles on Twitter’s iOS and Android app and subscribe to alerts from participating

organizations, such as Rio de Janeiro City Hall's Operations Center (COR).
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Google has rolled out the Books section of its Google Play Storein several new
countries this month, including Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Peru and Venezuela. Books
can be purchased and/or read on multiple devices, such as Android phones and tablets,
computers, iPhones and iPads.

Sony also expanded the list of countries in which its PlayStation 4 console is available,
taking the total to 48 with the addition of Bolivia, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Uruguay and
Venezuela, among others. The device had already been launched a few weeks ago in
Brazil, where it retails for a whopping R$3,999 - around $1,853 USD.
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With the intent of countering the sky-high prices of imported electronics, Philips has

announced that it will start manufacturing and selling tablets in Brazil this month. The
production will take place in the Free Economic Zone of Manaus, Amazonas, which is
also the location Microsoft chose for its made-in-Brazil XBox 360 consoles

Launches and expansions

On December 11, both Spotify and Rdio announced they were expanding their music
offering into new countries, many of which are located in Latin America. Spotify’s latest
additions include Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay; as
for Rdio, it now reaches Argentina, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and
Venezuela.

European female-skewing portal AuFeminin.com is venturing into Brazil by launching a
Portuguese language website called TaoFeminino.com.br. Owned by Axel Springer AG,
it had expanded into the US last June with the launch of WeWomen.com. According to
French newspaper Le Figaro, AuFeminin’s target is to have its Brazilian platform reach
800,000 monthly unique visitors within its first year of existence.

Pioneering Bitcoin exchange platform Mt. Gox has now teamed up with payments
company Astropay to make buying and selling Bitcoins in Latin America easier, TNW’s
Jon Russell explained:

“The partnership means that Bitcoin fans in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico,
Peru, and Uruguay can make direct deposits to a host of local banks by connecting
their Astropay and Mt. Gox accounts. Payments to supported banks are processed
within one business day.”

Argentine company builder Quasar Ventures has launched its first project: e-commerce
marketplace Avenida.com. It didn’t take long for the new venture to be described as an
“Amazon for Argentina,” which would sound overly ambitious if it weren'’t for its founders
and backers.

As you may remember, Quasar Ventures is the brainchild of Andy Freire and Santiago
Bilinkis, fathers of the office supply chain Officenet, of which Quasar’s CEO and third co-
founder Pablo Simon Casarino was an early employee. After becoming Argentina’s
leader and expanding into Brazil, Officenet was acquired in 2004 for $23.2 million by US
giant Staples (it changed its name to Staples Argentina in 2011). It remains to be seen
whether Avenida.com will be as successful, but it is definitely aiming high.
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Other high-profile figures who have launched a new venture are Chile-based
entrepreneurs Oskar Hjertonsson and Daniel Undurraga, who recently unveiled a photo
sharing app called Seahorse. Available on Google Play and iOS, it emphasizes privacy
and lets you share photo albums with selected groups of people, such as friends, family
and/or colleagues.

As PulsoSocial points out, Hjertonsson and Undurraga were the founders of Needish, a
daily deals platform they sold to Groupon in 2007, while simultaneously being hired to
overview the US company’s operations in several Latin American countries. Their new
app is backed by names such as Wences Casares and former Groupon COO and
President Rob Solomon, who joined Accel Partners last April.
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Social e-book publishing startup Widbook has opened offices in San Francisco. The
company is originally from Brazil, where it raised seeding funding from Kekanto’s backer
W7 Brazil Capital in January 2013. Since then, its collaborative writing platform has
reached 130,000 users, a majority of which are located in the US, which explains its
expansion strategy. In addition, Widbook released an iOS app this month to
complement its presence on Google Play.

Some got acquired...

US-based mobile wallet startup Lemon has been acquired by identity theft company
LifeLock to improve its presence on mobile devices. If you are wondering what this has
to do with Latin America, the answer is simple: Lemon’s CEO Wences Casares is from
Argentina, where part of the team has been based. According to TechCrunch, the deal
was worth $42.6 million. Casares will now join LifeLock as the General Manager of
Mobile, while the Buenos Aires staff is expected to remain in Argentina.

Brazilian enterprise software heavyweight TOTVS announced the purchase of a majority
stake of Ciashop, a company that has been developing SaaS solutions for e-commerce


















